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M PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND DISTRIBUTION 

This appendix describes the efforts to involve the public in preparing this Supplemental Environmental 

Impact Statement (EIS)/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (OEIS), including distribution of the 

Draft EIS/OEIS. 

M.1 PROJECT WEBSITE 

A public website was established for this project: https://www.nepa.navy.mil/aftteis. This website 

address was published in the Notice of Intent to Prepare a Supplement to the 2018 Final Atlantic Fleet 

Training and Testing Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement for 

Continuation of Navy Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing Activities (Appendix N, Federal Register 

Notices). It was subsequently reprinted in newspaper advertisements, agency letters, and emails for the 

Notice of Intent. The scoping fact sheets, public meeting fact sheets, technical reports, and various other 

materials are available on the project website and were made available throughout the course of the 

project. 

M.2 SCOPING PERIOD 

The public scoping period began with issuance of the Notice of Intent in the Federal Register on 

November 17, 2023. This notice included a project description, website address, and instructions on 

how to provide comments. The scoping period lasted 30 days, concluding on December 16, 2023. The 

public was able to provide comments on the scope of the Supplemental EIS/OEIS during the scoping 

period via the project website or by mail. 

M.2.1 PUBLIC SCOPING NOTIFICATION 

The Action Proponents made significant efforts to notify the public to ensure maximum public 

participation during the scoping process. A summary of these efforts follows. 

M.2.1.1 Notification Letters 

Notice of Intent and Scoping Notification letters were distributed at the beginning of the scoping period 

(November 17, 2023) to federally recognized tribes; state-elected officials; and federal, regional, and 

state agencies. Entities that received the Scoping Notification letter can be found in Table M.2-1 and an 

example of the letter can be found in Figure M.2-1.  

https://www.nepa.navy.mil/aftteis/AFTT%20DEIS%20Appendix%20N%20Federal%20Register%20Notices.pdf
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Table M.2-1: Entities that Received the Scoping Notification Letter

Federally Recognized Tribes 
Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas  
Aroostook Band of Micmacs  
Catawba Indian Nation  
Cayuga Nation of New York  
Chickahominy Indian Tribe 
Chickahominy Indian Tribe - Eastern Division 
Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana  
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana  
Delaware Nation 
Delaware Tribe of Indians 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians of North Carolina  
Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians 
Jena Band of Choctaw Indians  
Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas  
Mashantucket Pequot Indian Tribe  
Mashpee Wampanoag Indian Tribe   
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians  

Mohegan Indian Tribe of Connecticut  
Nansemond Indian Nation 
Narragansett Indian Tribe of Rhode Island  
Oneida Nation of New York  
Onondaga Nation of New York  
Passamaquoddy Tribe of Indian Township  
Penobscot Nation  
Poarch Band of Creek Indians of Alabama  
Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe  
Seminole Tribe of Florida  
Seneca Nation of Indians 
Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
Shinnecock Indian Nation 
Stockbridge-Munsee Band of the Mohicans 
Tonawanda Band of Seneca Indians of New York  
Tunica-Biloxi Indian Tribe of Louisiana  
Tuscarora Nation of New York  
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head of Massachusetts  
Ysleta del Sur Pueblo of Texas  

Alabama 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

Alabama Department of Environmental Management  
Alabama Historical Commission 

Connecticut 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism, State Historic Preservation Office 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Land and Water 
Resources Division 

Delaware 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control, Delaware 
Coastal Programs 
Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 

Florida 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Coastal Management Program, 
Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection, State Clearinghouse 
Florida Division of Historical Resources 

Georgia 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

Georgia Historic Preservation Division 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Coastal Zone Management Program 

Louisiana 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
Louisiana Office of Cultural Development, Division of Historic Preservation 
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Maine 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

Maine Coastal Programs 
Maine Historic Preservation Commission 

Maryland 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Chesapeake and Coastal Service 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Wetlands and Waterways 
Maryland Historical Trust 

Massachusetts 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, Office of Coastal Zone 
Management 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Mississippi 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

Mississippi Department of Archives and History, Historic Preservation Division, 
Federal and State Project Review 
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources, Coastal Programs 

New Hampshire 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services, Coastal Program 
New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources 

New Jersey 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Coastal Management Program 
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office 

New York 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

New York Department of State, Office of Planning, Development, and Community 
Infrastructure 
New York Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation 

North Carolina 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources 
North Carolina Division of Coastal Management 
North Carolina Division of Coastal Management, Coastal Area Management Act 

Rhode Island 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council 
Rhode Island Historical Preservation and Heritage Commission 

South Carolina 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control, Office of Ocean and 
Coastal Resource Management 
South Carolina State Historic Preservation Office 



Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing  
Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS  September 2024 

Table M.2-1: Entities that Received the Scoping Notification Letter (continued) 

M-4 
Appendix M Public Involvement and Distribution 

Texas 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

Texas General Land Office, Coastal Resources Division 
Texas Historical Commission 

Virginia 

State-Elected Officials State Agencies 
Office of the Governor  
Congressional Delegates  

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Coastal Program, Environmental 
Impact Review and Long Range Priorities  
Virginia Department of Historic Resources  
Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources 

U.S. Virgin Islands 

Department of Planning and Natural Resources, Coastal Zone Management Program 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Federal Agencies 
Gray's Reef National Marine Sanctuary 
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
National Marine Fisheries Service; Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast Regional Office 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Office of Protected Resources 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Chesapeake Bay Ecological Services Field Office 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Eastern North Carolina Ecological Services 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Florida Ecological Services 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, South Carolina Ecological Services 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Virginia Ecological Services 

M.2.1.2 Scoping Email 

On November 17, 2023, emails were sent to recipients on the project mailing list, including individuals, 

nonprofit organizations, and for-profit organizations. The emails provided information on the Proposed 

Action, methods for commenting, and the project website address to obtain more information. The text 

of the email is shown in Figure M.2-2. 

M.2.1.3 Newspaper Advertisements 

To announce the scoping period, advertisements were placed in the listed newspapers in the following 

cities on the dates indicated in Table M.2-2. The advertisements included a description of the Proposed 

Action, the address of the project website, the duration of the comment period, and information on 

how to provide comments. An example of the advertisement is shown in Figure M.2-3.
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Figure M.2-1: Stakeholder Scoping Notification Letter 
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Figure M.2-2: Stakeholder Scoping Email 
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Table M.2-2: Newspaper Announcements of Scoping Period 

Bath, ME  
The Times Record  

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Portland, ME  
The Portland Press Herald  

November 18, 2023 
November 19, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

New Bedford, MA 
The Standard Times 

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Boston, MA  
The Boston Herald  

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Providence, RI  
The Providence Journal 

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Newport, RI 
The Newport Daily News 

November 17, 2023 
November 18, 2023 
November 20, 2023 

Salisbury, MD 
The Daily Times 

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Norfolk, VA 
The Virginian-Pilot  

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Newport News, VA 
The Daily Press 

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Manteo, NC 
Coastland Times 

November 19, 2023 
November 22, 2023 
November 26, 2023 

Jacksonville, NC  
Jacksonville Daily News  

November 21, 2023 
November 23, 2023 
November 25, 2023 

Wilmington, NC  
Wilmington Star News 

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Charleston, SC 
Charleston Post and Courier 

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Savannah, GA  
Savannah Morning News  

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Jacksonville, FL   
Florida Times Union 

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Florida Sun Sentinel 

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Brevard, FL 
Florida Today  

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Panama City, FL 
Panama City News Herald  

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Pensacola, FL   
Pensacola News Journal 

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Biloxi, MS   
Sun Herald 

November 21, 2023 
November 22, 2023 
November 24, 2023 

New Orleans, LA 
Times-Picayune 

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Galveston, TX 
Galveston Daily News  

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

Corpus Christi, TX   
Caller-Times1 

November 19, 2023 
November 20, 2023 
November 21, 2023 

 

 

Notes: 1 Advertisement was also run in Spanish. 
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Figure M.2-3: Newspaper Announcement of Scoping 

M.2.2 PUBLIC SCOPING COMMENTS 

The scoping comments could be submitted via the project website or by mail. The Action Proponents 

received comments from federal agencies, state agencies, non-governmental organizations, and 

individuals. A total of 15 scoping comments were received. The comments provided agency input; urged 

the consideration of impacts to the North Atlantic right whale, Rice’s whale, and marine mammals in 

general; requested the use of updated sea turtle data for impact analysis; and provided general support 

for the Proposed Action. The scoping comments submitted during the public scoping period are 

provided in Table M.2-3 and relevant and substantive comments were considered during the 

development of this Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS. Comments received through the project website are 

shown in Table M.2-3. Hard copy comments received by mail, comments received via email, and the 

attachments provided with website comments are shown in Figure M.2-4 through Figure M.2-14.  
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Table M.2-3: Scoping Comments and Responses

Commenter Date Comment 

Private Individual (1) November 19, 2023 WHAT IS THE BREAKING SYSTERM IN USE FOR ANY AND ALL 
OF YOUR SHIP'S ? 

Virginia Department 
of Environmental 
Quality 

November 20, 2023 Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Office of 
Environmental Impact Review Scoping Comments (Figure 
M.2-4) 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

November 21, 2023 Comment email (Figure M.2-5) 

Private Individual (2) November 24, 2023 It is critically important for the continued security of the 
United States of America that the U.S. Navy proceeds with 
the proposed action to continue training and testing in the 
AFTT Study Area. Other countries, particularly the USSR and 
China, are building up their naval capabilities, and are posing 
a greater and greater threat to our national security. 
Proceed without delay!!!! 

Private Individual (3) November 25, 2023 Hard copy comment (Figure M.2-6) 

Texas Historical 
Commission 

November 28, 2023 Comment email (Figure M.2-7) 

Virginia Department 
of Health, Office of 
Drinking Water 

November 30, 2023 VDH – Office of Drinking Water has reviewed the above 
project and has no comments to submit at this time. 

Private Individual (4) December 1, 2023 Hard copy comment (Figure M.2-8) 

Private Individual (5) December 4, 2023 As a boat captain and frequent fisherman in the Gulf of 
Mexico with many friends that are boat captains, we 
strongly support the Navy and Coast Guard training and 
testing in the Gulf. Current efforts to shut down large areas 
of the northern Gulf to "protect" the recently identified 
Right Whale would severely hurt our fishing in the Gulf and 
would likely adversely impact the Navy and Coast Guards 
training and testing to maintain a ready force. We believe 
the concerns about the whale are unjustified. Therefore we 
strongly support approval of this EIS. 

New Jersey 
Department of 
Environmental 
Protection, Office of 
Permitting and 
Project Navigation 

December 15, 2023 Comment provided as attachment (Figure M.2-9) 
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Commenter Date Comment 

Congressman Seth 
Moulton 

December 15, 2023 As the U.S. Navy and U.S. Coast Guard undertake a 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(Supplemental EIS)/Overseas Environmental Impact 
Statement (OEIS) for Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing 
(AFTT) activities, I urge consideration of the impact on North 
Atlantic right whales.  North Atlantic right whales are on the 
brink of extinction. As noted by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, there are approximately 360 
individuals remaining of this endangered species in Atlantic 
waters, including fewer than 70 reproductively active 
females. Vessel strikes are a leading cause of mortality for 
North Atlantic right whales and increased ocean noise levels 
may interfere with their communication, stress levels, 
navigation, and ability to find food.   Ensuring critical military 
readiness is of paramount importance when developing the 
AFTT Supplemental EIS/OEIS. When considering the 
environmental impacts of AFTT activities, informed decisions 
regarding impacts on North Atlantic right whales will be 
important for helping to conserve this endangered species.   
Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. I 
commend the U.S. Navy and U.S. Coast Guard’s stalwart 
dedication to ensuring our national security interests and 
welcome your commitment to safeguarding the North 
Atlantic right whale. (Figure M.2-10 

Private Individual (6) December 16, 2023 Hard copy comment (Figure M.2-11) 

Maine Historic 
Preservation 
Commission 

December 16, 2023 Hard copy comment (Figure M.2-12) 

New Hampshire 
Division of Historical 
Resources 

December 16, 2023 Comment email (Figure M.2-13) 

Turtle Island 
Restoration Network 

December 16, 2023 Comment provided as attachment (Figure M.2-14) 
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Figure M.2-4: Virginia Department of Environmental Quality Comment 
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Figure M.2-4:  Virginia Department of Environmental Quality Comment (continued) 
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Figure M.2-4:  Virginia Department of Environmental Quality Comment (continued) 
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Figure M.2-4:  Virginia Department of Environmental Quality Comment (continued) 
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Figure M.2-5: Federal Aviation Administration Comment



Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing  
Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS  September 2024 

Figure M.2-5: Federal Aviation Administration Comment (continued) 
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Figure M.2-5: Federal Aviation Administration Comment (continued) 

 

M-17 
Appendix M Public Involvement and Distribution 

 



Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing  
Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS  September 2024 

M-18 
Appendix M Public Involvement and Distribution 

 

Figure M.2-6: Private Individual (3) Comment  
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Figure M.2-7: Texas Historical Commission Comment
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Figure M.2-7:  Texas Historical Commission Comment (continued) 
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Figure M.2-8: Private Individual (4) Comment  
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Figure M.2-9: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Office of Permitting and 

Project Navigation Comment  
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Figure M.2-10: Congressman Seth Moulton Comment  
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Figure M.2-11: Private Individual (6) Comment   
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Figure M.2-12: Maine Historic Preservation Commission Comment   
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Figure M.2-13: New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Comment  
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Figure M.2-14: Turtle Island Restoration Network Comment
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Figure M.2-14: Turtle Island Restoration Network Comment (continued) 
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Figure M.2-14: Turtle Island Restoration Network Comment (continued) 
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Figure M.2-14: Turtle Island Restoration Network Comment (continued) 
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Figure M.2-14: Turtle Island Restoration Network Comment (continued) 
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Figure M.2-14: Turtle Island Restoration Network Comment (continued) 
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Figure M.2-14: Turtle Island Restoration Network Comment (continued) 
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Figure M.2-14: Turtle Island Restoration Network Comment (continued) 
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Figure M.2-14: Turtle Island Restoration Network Comment (continued) 
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